DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

the Dowager Duchess of Coburg that it would be a
most dexterous feat to find room for them all cc in a
very limited palace," and that if he succeeded in
housing them there he was thinking of going on a
professional tour as a conjurer.   A unique festival of
entertainment ensued.   One night at Her Majesty's
Theatre there was a gala performance of Macbeth,
followed  by  a farce,   Twice  Killed.   " We  made,"
wrote the Queen with gusto in her diary, " a wonder-
ful row of royal ties.''   Next evening there was a State
Ball, and the evening after a gala performance of
Balfe's Rose of Castile with another farce.   There was
a State Dinner, with Mr. Henry Leslie's Choir to
sing afterwards.   Then on Saturday the bridegroom
arrived.   After  lunch   the   whole  Royal   company
attended a demonstration by Mr. Rarey of his method
of taming vicious horses, and after dinner there was a
gala performance of La Sonnambula ; to-night no farce
followed, for at midnight the hours of Sunday would
begin.    That day was spent in worship  and   rest,
and on Monday the wedding was celebrated in the
Chapel Royal, St. James's Palace : cc the second most
eventful day in my life/' wrote the Queen,  " as
regards feelings."   She noticed how small the " old "
Family had become, but the young Royal Family,
the dynasty of Victoria and Albert more than made
up for that dwindling.   She walked with her two
eldest sons, one on each side of her (** which they
say had a most touching effect ") and three daughters
followed.   All was happiness and joy at this wedding
of the first of her children, and she said that she could
have embraced everybody. The newly-married couple
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